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What's Happening in Washington

Congress has a busy agenda this year the
following items are top on the agenda

o Economic Recovery

o Energy

. Health Care
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Republican Economic Recovery Plan

ENDING THE BAILOUTS AND REFORMING
THE FINANCIAT SYSTEM

lnstead of continuing to bail out Wall Street
and nationalizing our financial system,
Republicans want to protect American
taxpayers and provide a transparent recovery
process. Our plan will not give special favors
to those that have made unsound business
decis ions, but wi l l  ensure that th is f inancial
cnsrs never occurs agarn.

KEEPING ENERGY AND FUEL COSTS tOW

Instead of taxing all energy users with a new
"cap and tax" scheme that will cost an
average of  up to $3,128 per household,
Republicans want energy independence with
increased exploration and the development
of new and renewable energy sources.

PROTFCTING JOBS AND LOWERING TAXES

Instead of raising taxes on all Americans in
the midst  of  a recession, Reoubl icans seek to
create jobs, unlock private capital, and
ensure that no fami ly or smal l  business
experiences a tax hike.

LIMITING THE FEDERAL BUDGET FROM
GROWING FASTER THAN FAMILY BUDGETS

lnstead of recklessly borrowing and spending
money on wasteful programs under the guise
of "st imulus,"  Republ icans seek to ensure
that the federal budget cannot grow faster
than American fami l ies '  abi l i ty  to pay the
bi l l .

o

The Real Costs of Cap-and-Trade

The Texas State Comptroller's Office analysis
has indicated that Texas could lose 135,000 to
277,OOO jobs in 2AL2, the first year of the
proposed cap-and-trade regulat ion.
The average Texas household could pay up to
an extra 51,135 on household goods and
services over a year with a total potential cost
to Texas families of 6.9 bil l ion.
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HOUSE DEMOCRATS PLAN: THE ROAD TO GOVERNMENT
RUN HEALTH CARE

The health eare plan offered by Democrats will do
three things:

l. Give government hureaucrats power to make
your health care decisions

2. Ration Gare
3. Raise Taxes
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REPUBLICAN PLAN

FIVE CORE PRINCIPTES FOR HEALTH CARE REFORM

1". Make quali ty health care coverage affordable and accessible for every American,
regardless of pre-exist ing health condit ions.

2. Protect Americans from being forced into a new government-run health care
plan that would el iminate the health care coverage that more than 100 mil l ion
Americans currently receive through their job.

3. Let Americans who l ike their health care coverage keep i t ,  and give al l  Americans
the freedom to choose the health plan that best meets their needs.

4. Ensure that medical decisions are made by patients and their doctors, not
government bureaucrats.

5. lmprove Americans' l ives through effect ive prevention, wellness, and disease
management programs. while developing new treatments and cures for l i fe-
threatening diseases.
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In April, President Obama announced the need

for a "difficult democratic conveFation"

surroundinS federal health spending. One of the

President's senior health care advisors, Ezekiel

Emanuel,  has already reached the conclusion

that some individuals are more wonhy of

medical care than others:

.Th€ mod€l n'ckrde! reaenint why adolescents

should receive priority over inftnts: "Adoiescents

have re(eived 5ub{ai l t ia l  educi l lon and pareniol  cn.e.

lnvestmentr  thai  wi l l  be wasled wi ihoui  a complete

life. InfarE b! conoad, have not vel 'e.eived 
these

.As the char i  shows, and the adic le rdmits " the
complete lives syiem di*riminetes againn older
pspl€. . . . [However, ]  age, l ike incone, is a 'non-

medical crit€rion' inapprcpriate for allocation of

medical r€sources."

.Dr.  tmanuel 's othe. wr i l ings *olJ ar inclnat ion to

direct  heal th aua! f ro 'n indiv idual :

deem€d ' 'urwo*hy. '  In 1996, he wfot-"  that ,  " IHeal th
carei seruices provided to individuals who are

Ireversibiy prevenied from be,ng or be.oming
part ic ipat ing c i t izens are not basic and should not be
guaranteed. An obvious exarnple rs not guaranteelng

he. l rh s€A, ices to pat ier ts i ! i lh dement ia

r  Grven thal  Presd€nl  Obamd 5 ;el i  .poornted

"elhic ist"  (ppo{s al locat ing fesources r .  !  ! /d}  thr l

d i$r iminates against  the mn vulnedble c i l lens in

our sftidy-inftnts, the eldedy, and citirens with

disabi l f t ies-who can { i te ! ! i th cedarni !  lh: t  lhr

federal  govei lment wi l l  not  end rp den! ing

treatrnentt  to those deomed "onl lor lht '  d5 a fesul l  of

0plo, ,d, \ 'go\ar-r-n1tr too, . .  !L.o_ o,

\ \\
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Figure: Age-based priori ty for receiving
scarce medical interventions under the
complete l ives system.

http ://www.sc ri bd.co m/doc/ 1.828067 5
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Joshua Loya
'Joshua Loya lives in Pearland and his
story puts a human face on the health
care debate.

.loshua was diagnosed with Hypoplastic
Left Heart Syndrome in his mothers
womb.

.His mother, Brit iany Kraft was told that
he would not be born alive.

'Luckily she had private insurance that
paid for special delivery ol Joshua in
Michigan with a specialist.

.Joshua also received a heart transplant
when h€ was less than three weeks old,

rBrittany Kratt is convinced that her son
would not be born under the Oemocrats
proposed public option plan.
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Thank You For Coming

o Your time is limited and I appreciate your participation and your
input.

. And I thank you for the feedback on issues that are affecting you.
I will bring your concerns to the attention of my colleagues and
appreciate the opportunity to serve you in Congress.

. lf you need to contact me, please call my local office at 28L-494-
2690 or in Washington at2O2-225-5951.

Visit me on the web at wwwolson,house.gov.


